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TAGS: PFOR, PARM, NATO, UR 
SUBJECT: PRAVDA ON OPTION III 

1. SUMMARY. A TASS ARTICLE IN PRAVDA DECEMBER 19 INFORMS 

THE SOVIET PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT THE WEST HAS PROPOSED 
TO REDUCE ITS NUCLEAR FORCES IN EUROPE AS PART OF AN MBFR 
AGREEMENT. THE ARTICLE PLAYS DOWN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
OFFER, THOUGH IT AVOIDS INDEPENDENT COMMENT AND RELIES ON 
A PARAPHRASE OF THE CZECH DELEGATION STATEMENT TO DESCRIBE 
THE WARSAW PACT REACTION. IT IS CAREFUL NOT TO CONDEMN THE 
WESTERN OFFER OUTRIGHT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE TASS ARTICLE, DATELINED VIENNA, NOTES AT THE OUTSET 
THAT THE USSR "ASCRIBES GREAT IMPORTANCE" TO THE NEGOTIATIONS, 

QUOTING THE MBFR PORTION FROM BREZHNEV'S WARSAW SPEECH AS 
AUTHORITY. IT AGURES THAT THE "SOCIALIST" STATES BELIEVE 

THAT IN ORDER TO ASSURE THAT THE TALKS ARE FRUITFUL, STRICT 
OBSERVANCE OF CERTAIN PRINCIPLES IS NECESSARY— NON-DIMINUATION 
OF SECURITH OF ANY STATE, RECIPROCITY IN REDUCTION, EQUALITY 
OF OBLIGATIONS, AND ABSENCE OF UNILATERAL ADVANTAGE. 

3. THE ARTICLE FURTHER STATES THAT THE WEST, HOWEVER, 

"CONTINUED TO MAINTAIN ITS OLD POSITIONS" DURING THE JUST 
FINISHED ROUND, AND ARGUES THAT THESE POSITIONS ARE DIRECTED 
AT THE GOAL OF CHANGING THE BALANCE OF FORCES IN EUROPE. 

ONLY THEN TURNING TO OPTION III, IT EXPLAINS THAT "AT THE END 
OF THE ROUND THE WESTERN DELEGATIONS TOOK A STEP WHICH HAD 
BEEN PROPAGANDIZED IN ADVANCE IN THE WESTERN PRESS." IT 
DESCRIBES THE WESTERN OFFER TO REDUCE SOME PART OF ITS 

TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS" IN EXCHANGE FOR "COMPLETE ACCEPTANCE" OF 
THE WESTERN REDUCTION PROPOSAL, WHICH HAD BEEN AIMED AT OBTAINING 
UNILATERAL ADVANTAGES FOR NATO. 

4. SIDESTEPPING AN INDEPENDENT COMMENT ON THE OPTION III 
PROPOSAL, THE ARTICLE PARAPHRASES THREE POINTS FROM THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE STATEMENT BY CZECH DELEGATION HEAD LAGODA: THE 
PACT ADVOCATES REDUCTION OF ALL WEAPONS SYSTEMS, INCLUDING 
NUCLEAR, "ON AN EQUAL BASIS FOR ALL COUNTRIES"; THE PROPOSAL 
IS STILL EMBEDDED IN THE PREVIOUS NATO PROPOSAL, WHICH IS 
UNACCEPTABLE: BUT THE WESTERN PROPOSAL "WILL, AS IS USUAL, BE 
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STUDIED." 

5. THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH THEN STATES, WITHOUT ATTRIBUTION 
TO ANY SOURCE, THAT "IN ORDER TO REACH PROGRESS IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, THE WESTERN COUNTRIES MUST CEASE THEIR 
UNREALISTIC DEMANDS AND TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE WELL- 
FOUNDED PROPOSALS BY THE SOCIALIST STATES." 
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6. COMMENT: THE ARTICLE BADMOUTHS THE NEW OFFER BUT IS 
CAREFUL NOT TO CONDEMN IT. THIS INITIAL, NOT VERY 
AUTHORITATIVE, REACTION SEEMS TO US AS MUCH AS COULD HAVE 
BEEN EXPECTED-THE PROPOSAL IS PLAYED DOWN, BUT NOT 
REJECTED. END COMMENT. 
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